
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 19 May 2020] 

 p2826c-2826c 
Mr Peter Katsambanis; Mr Mark McGowan 

 [1] 

WILLETTON SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL — SAFETY 
318. Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. What safeguards has the government put in place across schools in Western Australia 
to ensure that our schoolchildren will not be put at risk by individuals charged with serious criminal offences who 
remain at those schools? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
This is a student who clearly is before the courts. One thing I have learnt over recent years is that involving myself 
or commenting on matters before the court is fraught. I am reluctant to do so simply because whatever I say, 
particularly on the record in somewhere like Parliament, can be used in any court proceedings, in particular by any 
defence counsel, and the courts look upon these matters very dimly. Talking about any particular case is unwise. 
In relation to the broader issue, clearly matters before the courts of serious offences in which students or staff are 
involved are taken very seriously indeed by the Department of Education. A range of policies and protocols no 
doubt existed during the course of the last government to protect schools and staff as best we can in those sorts of 
situations. Obviously, our approach to misbehaviour, which is a different matter, and to students perhaps bullying 
or behaving badly with teachers and staff at school has toughened up significantly. The Minister for Education and 
Training announced a range of policies, I think late last year, to allow for much easier suspension and expulsion 
of students in that situation—a policy that was widely welcomed by both parent groups and teaching staff across 
the state. Our record is there that we are keen to make sure, as best we can, that staff and students are protected in 
schools across the state. 
The SPEAKER: That is the end of question time. 
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